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NDA Insurance Structure
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Operator Liability – nuclear material

In UK – operator strictly liability for injury / damage to third parties when nuclear release 

during transport.

Nuclear material as defined under legislation requires insurance or financial instrument 

to pay compensation. NDA has indemnity from HMG.

Classifications of nuclear-related material in UK: 

1. Covered by legislation or 

2. Not covered by legislation

Nuclear-related material that is not covered by legislation,  NDA has cover under Public 

Liability policy and places non-legislative nuclear insurance.

Policies available in the insurance market e.g. excepted matter cover
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Certificate of Financial Security
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What is it ?

A one-page certificate confirming specific details relating to a nuclear transit.

Purpose:

Confirms (to the carrier or overseas stakeholders) that funds will be available to pay 

compensation in the event of damage being caused following a nuclear incident 

involving the matter being transported and where the nuclear licensee is liable under 

the NIA or corresponding foreign law) 

In UK when is CoFS required ?

…..to be provided when nuclear matter is transported out of the United Kingdom. 

Document to accompany the material.

Usually one CoFS per transit.

In UK CoFs signed by Insurers and Govt 

Allow time for documentation to be prepared – build into processes



Example Cofs

5



Transit example
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Insurance considerations 

Material 

➢ Nuclear, as defined by legislation 

Nuclear insurance / financial security /indemnity

➢ Nuclear, not captured by legislation

Public Liability Insurance, separate non-legislative insurance policy or accept risk.

Mode of Transport

Owned / hired / chartered – road /rail / sea / air - different insurances if owned or hired.

People

Employers Liability / Public Liability / Protection and Indemnity / Travel (eg overseas medical)

Assets 

Owned (property damage policy)  / Third Party (Public Liability) 
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Insurance / Liability considerations

Non nuclear damage to assets being transported 

NDA uses two options depending on the contract:

Public Liability or Material damage policy (custody and control)

What is the limit of liability (not nuclear) - limited to negligence and direct losses.

If using own transport - Nuclear damage to the mode of transport (ship / train / vehicle).

Third party Nuclear damage (not covered by legislation)

Does your Public Liability policy cover the material ?

What cover do you have for your business activities?

Are you happy to accept the risk ie no insurance ?

Talk to insurers to ensure there is clarity on cover.
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